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Statutory reference:
    Advice from regional planning commission, see R.C. § 711.10

    Approval of subdivisions and plats, see R.C. § 711.09

    Basis of districting or zoning; classification of buildings and structures, see R.C. § 713.10

    Enactment and amendment of subdivision regulations, see R.C. § 711.101

    Lost or destroyed records, see R.C. §§ 711.34 et seq.

    Notice and hearing on municipal zoning regulations, see R.C. § 713.12

    Original plats, see R.C. §§ 711.01 et seq.

    Planned Community Law, see R.C. §§ 5312.01 et seq.

    Restriction on location, height, bulk and location of buildings and structures, see R.C. §§ 713.07 et seq.

    Revision of plats, see R.C. §§ 711.28 et seq.

    Vacating plats, see R.C. §§ 711.17 et seq.

    Violation of zoning ordinances, see R.C. § 713.13


PARKS AND RECREATION
§ 150.01  RECREATION BOARD.

(A)
Establishment; powers; membership; Joint Board and District.


(1)
If the Legislative Authority determines that the power to equip, operate and maintain parks, playgrounds, playfields, gymnasiums, public baths, swimming pools or recreation centers shall be exercised by a Recreation Board, it may establish such a Board, which shall possess all the powers and be subject to all the responsibilities of the respective local authorities under R.C. §§ 755.12 through 755.18. The Board shall consist of five persons, two of whom shall be members of the Board of Education of the Municipal School District or shall be appointed by that Board of Education. The other members of the Recreation Board shall be appointed by the Mayor, as executive of the municipality, with the consent of the Legislative Authority. The members who are Board of Education members and members appointed by the Board of Education shall be residents of the 




school district making the appointment, but need not be residents of the municipality. All other members of the Board shall be residents of the municipality. All members of the Board shall serve for terms of five years, except that the members first appointed shall be appointed for such terms that the term of one member shall expire annually thereafter. Members of the Board shall serve without pay. Vacancies on the Board, occurring otherwise than by expiration of term, shall be for the unexpired term and shall be filled in the same manner as original appointments.



(2)
The legislative authorities of the municipal corporations, boards of township trustees of the townships, boards of township park commissioners, boards of county commissioners of the counties, and boards of education of the school districts joined in the operation and maintenance of parks or recreation facilities under R.C. § 755.16 may, by resolution, establish a Joint Recreation Board which may possess all the powers and be subject to all the responsibilities of the respective local authorities under R.C. §§ 755.12 through 755.18. The resolutions shall specify the number of members of the Joint Recreation Board and the method of appointing members and filling vacancies. Members of the Board shall serve without pay.



(3)
If the municipality joins in the operation and maintenance of recreation facilities under R.C. § 755.16, the Legislative Authority may, by resolution, establish a Joint Recreation District, consisting of all the territory of the subdivisions so joined. The Joint Recreation District Board of Trustees shall be the governing body of a District and shall possess all the powers of a Legislative Authority of an individual subdivision under R.C. §§ 755.12 through 755.18. Subject to R.C. § 755.141, the number of Trustees shall be fixed by the resolutions creating the District and may be any number so long as there is representation of all participating subdivisions.

(R.C. § 755.14) (Rev. 2011)


(B)
Organization of boards.


(1)
The members of Boards established pursuant to division (A) of this section shall elect their own Chairperson and Secretary, shall select all other necessary officers to serve for a period of one year, and may employ such other persons as are needed. Such Boards may adopt rules for the conduct of all business within their jurisdiction.



(2)
A Joint Recreation District Board of Trustees formed pursuant to division (A)(3) of this section shall appoint one of its members or employ another as fiscal officer of the District.

(R.C. § 755.15) (Rev. 2002)

§ 150.02
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§ 150.02  BOARD OF PARK TRUSTEES.

(A)
Establishment for donated property. When a deed of gift, devise, or bequest of property or funds to the municipality for park purposes requires the investment or change of investment of the principal of such property or funds, or any part thereof, to be made upon the approval of an advisory committee appointed by a court or judge, or an advisory committee appointed by a civic organization of the municipality, or by the Legislative Authority, then such property or funds, and any park for the improvement of which, in whole or in part, such funds are to be used, or any property for the care or management of which, in whole or in part, such funds are to be used, shall be managed, controlled and administered by a Board of Park Trustees.

(R.C. § 755.20)


(B)
Membership. The Board of Park Trustees mentioned in division (A) of this section shall consist of four resident electors of the municipality who shall be appointed by the Mayor and who shall serve without compensation for the term of four years. The Park Trustees shall be appointed in the first instance to serve for one, two, three and four years, respectively, and thereafter their successors shall be appointed one each year to serve for the term of four years, but not more than two shall be of the same political party. A vacancy in the Board caused by death, resignation or otherwise shall be filled in like manner for the remainder of the term.

(R.C. § 755.21)


(C)
Powers.


(1)
The Board of Park Trustees shall have the entire management and control of any property or funds acquired as provided in R.C. § 755.19, all improvements within any such park, moneys derived from levies made for park purposes, moneys from the General Fund appropriated by the Legislative Authority for such purposes, proceeds of bonds issued or sold for park purposes, moneys or other property donated to the municipality for park purposes, and all other park property legally acquired. All such moneys shall be placed in a special fund called the “Park Fund” and shall be disbursed by the Treasurer only upon a warrant of the Clerk, drawn in accordance with the order of the Board.



(2)
Such Board shall have the control and management of parks, park entrances, parkways, boulevards, connecting viaducts, subways, children’s playgrounds, public baths and stations of public comfort located in such parks, of all improvements thereon, and the acquisition, construction, repair and maintenance thereof. The Board shall exercise exclusively all the powers and perform all the duties in regard to such property vested in and imposed upon a director of public service in a city under general law.



(3)
The Board may apply, control, invest and reinvest the funds coming or arising from a gift, devise or bequest according to the terms on which the same are acquired.

(R.C. § 755.22)



(D)
Compensation; oath; bond. The members of the Board of Park Trustees shall serve without compensation. Before entering upon the discharge of their duties, they shall each take the oath of office prescribed by R.C. § 733.68 and give bond in the sum of $2,500, conditioned according to R.C. § 733.71 and to the approval of the Mayor and the Legislative Authority.

(R.C. § 755.23)


(E)
Meetings: rules and regulations; Clerk. The Board of Park Trustees shall hold meetings at least once a month and shall adopt necessary rules for the regulation of its business. It shall keep a complete record of its proceedings, which record, or a copy thereof, certified by the Clerk of the Board, shall be competent evidence of its transactions in the courts of the state. The yeas and nays shall be called upon the passage of every resolution or order. Three members of the Board shall constitute a quorum, but no resolution or order shall be adopted unless three members vote in its favor. The Municipal Clerk shall act as the Clerk of the Board of Park Trustees, but shall receive no additional salary or compensation for such services.

(R.C. § 755.24)


PLANNING AND ZONING
§ 150.15  PLANNING COMMISSION.

(A)
Establishment; membership; compensation; general powers.


(1)
The Legislative Authority may establish a commission of five members, consisting of the Mayor, one member of the Legislative Authority to be elected by the Legislative Authority for the remainder of the individual’s term as such member of the Legislative Authority, and two citizens of the municipality, and one public member to be appointed by the Mayor for terms of six years each, except that the term of one of the members of the first Planning Commission shall be for four years and one for two years. All members shall serve without compensation.



(2)
The public member appointed under this section need not be residents of the municipality but shall be residents of the county in which the municipality is located or a township that is adjacent to the county. For purposes of this section, all members of the Planning Commission are subject to R.C. § 2921.42.



(3)
Whenever the Planning Commission is appointed under this section, it shall have all the powers conferred in R.C. § 735.15.



(4)
If and when the municipality adopts a Charter, and except as otherwise may be provided in that Charter, a Planning Commission created in the manner and by virtue of authority granted by such Charter shall have the powers of, and the plans made by it shall have the effect of, 
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a planning commission or city plan created under R.C. §§ 713.01 through 713.15.



(5)
Any member of a Planning Commission established under this section or by Charter, except as otherwise provided in such Charter, may hold any other public office and may serve as a member of a county planning commission and/or a regional planning commission.

(R.C. § 713.01) (Rev. 2018)


(B)
Specific powers and duties.


(1)
The Planning Commission established under this section shall make plans and maps of the whole or any portion of the municipality, and of any land outside thereof, which, in the opinion of the Commission, is related to the planning of the municipality, and make changes in such plans or maps when it deems it advisable. Such maps or plans shall show the Commission’s recommendations for the general location, character and extent of streets, alleys, ways, viaducts, bridges, waterways, waterfronts, subways, boulevards, parkways, parks, playgrounds, aviation fields and other public grounds, ways and open spaces; the general location of public buildings and other public property; the general location and extent of public utilities and terminals, whether publicly or privately owned or operated, for water, light, sanitation, transportation, communication, power and other purposes; and the removal, relocation, widening, narrowing, vacating, abandonment, change of use of or extension of such public ways, grounds, open spaces, buildings, property, utilities or terminals. With a view to the systematic planning of the municipality, the Commission may make recommendations to public officials concerning the general location, character and extent of any such public ways, grounds, open spaces, buildings, property, utilities or terminals. As the work of making the whole plan progresses, the Commission may from time to time adopt and publish any part thereof, and such part shall cover one or more major sections or divisions of the municipality or one or more of the functional matters to be included in the plan. The Commission may from time to time amend, extend or add to the plan. This section does not confer any powers on the Commission with respect to the construction, maintenance, use or enlargement of improvements by any public utility or railroad on its own property if such utility is owned or operated by an individual, partnership, association or a corporation for profit.



(2)
The Planning Commission may accept, receive and expend funds, grants and services from the federal government or its agencies, from departments, agencies and instrumentalities of the state or any adjoining state or from one or more counties of the state or any adjoining state or from any municipal corporation or political subdivision of this or any adjoining state, including county, regional and municipal planning commissions of this or any adjoining state, or from civic sources, and contract with respect thereto, either separately or jointly or cooperatively, and provide such information and reports as may be necessary to secure such financial aid.




(3)
The Commission may control, preserve and care for historical landmarks; control, in the manner provided by ordinance, the design and location of statuary and other works of art, which are the property of the municipality; control the removal, relocation and alteration of any such works; and control the design of harbors, bridges, viaducts, street fixtures and other public structures and appurtenances.



(4)
Whenever the Commission makes a plan of the municipality, or any portion thereof, no public building or structure, street, boulevard, parkway, park, playground, public ground, canal, river front, harbor, dock, wharf, bridge, viaduct, tunnel or other public way, ground, works or utility, whether publicly or privately owned, or a part thereof, shall be constructed or authorized to be constructed in the municipality or a planned portion thereof unless the location, character and extent thereof is approved by the Commission. In case of disapproval, the Commission shall communicate its reasons therefor to the Legislative Authority and to the head of the department which has control of the construction of the proposed improvement or utility. The Legislative Authority, by a vote of not less than two-thirds of its members and of such department head, together may overrule such disapproval. If such public way, ground, works, building, structure or utility is one the authorization or financing of which does not, under the law or charter provisions governing it, fall within the province of the Legislative Authority or any other municipal body or official, the submission to the Commission shall be by the state, school, county, district or township official, board, commission or body having such jurisdiction, and the Commission’s disapproval may be overruled by such official, board, commission or body by a vote of not less than two-thirds of its membership. The narrowing, ornamentation, vacation or change in the use of streets and other public ways, grounds and places shall be subject to similar approval, and disapproval may be similarly overruled. The Commission may make recommendations to any public authorities or to any corporations or individuals in the municipality, or the territory contiguous thereto, concerning the location of any buildings, structures or works to be erected or constructed by them.

(R.C. § 713.02)


(C)
Commission shall be Platting Commission. The Planning Commission of the municipality shall be the Platting Commission thereof, and all the powers and duties provided by R.C. §§ 735.17 through 735.26 shall, upon the appoint-ment of a Planning Commission under this section, be transferred to it.

(R.C. § 713.03)


(D)
Control of buildings. The Legislative Authority may authorize the Planning Commission to control the height, design and location of buildings.

(R.C. § 713.04)


(E)
Employment of architects and engineers. The Planning Commission may control, appoint or employ such architects, engineers and other professional service, and may appoint such clerks, draftsmen and other subordinates as are necessary for the performance of its functions. The 




§ 150.15
Ohio Basic Code, 2019 Edition – Land Usage
expenditures for such service and employments shall be within the amounts appropriated for such persons by the Legislative Authority, and the Legislative Authority shall provide for the expenses and accommodations necessary for the work of the Commission.

(R.C. § 713.05)


(F)
Division of municipality into zones. The Planning Commission may frame and adopt a plan for dividing the municipality or any portion thereof into zones or districts, representing the recommendations of the Commission, in the interest of the public health, safety, convenience, comfort, prosperity or general welfare, for the limitation and regulation of the height, bulk and location of buildings and other structures, including percentage of lot occupancy, setback building lines, area and dimensions of yards, courts and other open spaces, and uses, of buildings and other structures and of premises in such zones or districts.

(R.C. § 713.06) (Rev. 2002)

§ 150.16  BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS.

(A)
The Legislative Authority may create an administrative board to administer the details of the application of the regulations under R.C. §§ 713.06 through 713.12, and may delegate to such board, in accordance with general rules to be set forth in the districting ordinances and regulations, the power to hear and determine appeals from refusal of building permits by building commissioners or other officers, to permit exceptions to and variations from the district regulations in the classes of cases or situations specified in the regulations, and to administer the regulations as specified therein. Such administrative powers and functions may be delegated by the Legislative Authority to the Planning Commission or to the Board of Zoning Appeals.


(B)
If the county administers a county zoning resolution, the Legislative Authority and the Board of County Commissioners may contract with each other to have the county administer local zoning regulations, with its powers to include hearing and deciding zoning appeals and authorizing variances.

(R.C. § 713.11) (Rev. 2002)


